Artificially induced developmental defects in sheep enamel examined by scanning electron microscopy.
Upper incisor teeth from sheep infected with parasites or given 6 mg fluoride per kg bodyweight for 21 days during the period of tooth formation were examined with SEM and microradiography. It was found using both techniques that there had been a severe disturbance of the secretory ameloblasts leading to enamel hypoplasia. It is suggested that it is the severity rather than the cause of the insult to the ameloblasts which determines the degree of hypoplasia.